Psalm 8

For the choir director; on the Girtith, %zfm/m of David:

'O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth,
Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!
’From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established
strength
Because of Your adversaries, To make the enemy and the revengeful
cease.
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;
‘What is man that You take thought of him,
And the son of man that You care for him?
Yet You have made him a little lower than God, And You crown him with
glory and majesty!
6You make him to rule over the works of Your hands,
You have put all things under his feet,
A1l sheep and oxen And also the beasts of the field,

8The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes
through the paths of the seas.
0 LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth!

(New American Standard Bible)

s A Psalm of Praise Glorifying God for His works

a. Authored by King David

b. Considered to be a Messianic psalm as it is quoted by Jesus and in reference to
Jesus in the New Testament

c. Setting and background of this psalm is unspecified and unknown

d. Stated to be “For the choir Director upon the Gittith” — this word Gittith is from
the word Gath — a city of the Philistines where David took refuge when hiding
from Saul. It means “winepress” and is believed to be a particular stringed
instrument David learned to play while among the Philistines or a tune sung
during the gathering and pressing of the grapes.



# Verse by Verse Analysis

«. Verse 1 — opens with O Lord our Lord — literally O Jehovah our Adonai
(master/lord of the whole earth) One translator reads it — Jehovah — our prop and
our support! © How majestic (excellent in the KJV) is Your name —
magnificent/illustrious and glorious — in all the earth. Who have displayed
Your splendor above the heavens! Surely God is glorified and seen as
magnificent in the heaven above the heavens (stars/galaxies) we know. But at this
moment in history, we can easily observe that His name is NOT being honored as
magnificent in the earth. This very statement looks forward prophetically to a
time when Jesus as Messiah returns to the earth and His name is glorified here!

5. Verse 2 — this verse is quoted in part by Jesus in Matthew 21:16. The Pharisees
won’t honor Jesus and yet the children sing His praises. How often God has used
the simple faith of children to shame the hard hearted adults!

. Verse 3 — the creation of moon and stars are considered “finger work™ of God — a
light weight activity that God indulged in. John Wesley said it this way, “God
created the heavens and the earth and didn’t half try!”

« Verse 4 — man in comparison to the awesomeness of God’s other creation appears
to be insignificant. Yet God cares so profoundly for each person that he would
leave the 99 to go after the one as a good shepherd does with his sheep.

e. Verse 5 —the KJV translates it “a little lower than the angels” but many later
translations clearly see in the original text the words “a little lower than God.”
Other parts of scripture bear out this latter translation if it is a reference to man, as
man is to judge angels (1 Cor. 6:3) and angels are ministering spirits to serve the
heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:14). But this is also seen as a direct reference to Jesus
Christ as He lowered Himself to become man on the earth.

7 Verse 6 — this scripture is quoted in 1 Cor 15:27; Eph. 1:22-23; Heb.
2:6-8 an obvious and direct reference to Jesus proving the Messianic
nature of this psalm.
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4. Verse 7 — 8 a reference to the dominion that man was given originally

in the Garden of Eden before Adam’s fall. (Gen. 1:26 and repeated to
Noah in Gen. 9:2)

# Verse 9 — The psalmist closes exactly as he opened - O LORD, our Lord,
How majestic is Your name in all the earth!



